Epidemiology of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia of childhood in Brisbane.
The incidence of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia of childhood in the Brisbane Statistical Division has been studied. Sixty-four cases occurred during a five-year period. A significant difference between the two subdivisions of the Statistical Division was found, with a higher incidence in Brisbane City than in the surrounding area. The average age at presentation of the leukaemic children within Brisbane City was significantly higher than in the rest of the Brisbane Statistical Division. Various socioeconomic and demographic differences exist between the two populations, and these may be responsible for the variation in leukaemia incidence. The findings indicate the need for further, more detailed, epidemiological studies.